
Happens in the present, about the present
Can happen now, but relates to 

the future

Create 

treatment plan 

proposal

Present treatment 

plan proposal

Obtain decision 

related to proposal

Provide or withhold 

consent

Evaluate resident’s 

capacity to consent 

to proposal

Interpret the 

resident’s wishes

Explore resident’s 

wishes through 

discussion with 

them

Share information 

about resident’s 

wishes

Proposer

(Physician or Nurse 

Practitioner)
       

Other members of  the 

healthcare team    


  

Resident     

Substitute Decision Maker 

(SDM)   


   

Other Family Members or 

Friends        

* There must be a 
proposal

* There must be a proposal, 
and team member must have 

necessary knowledge
* Team member must have 

necessary knowledge
* Team member must have 

necessary knowledge

* There must be a proposal

* Only if resident is incapable 
of making decision at hand, 

and if there is a proposal

* Only in an emergency

* Only in an emergency

Has a role Has a limited role Does not have a role

What Is 

Your Role in 

Decision 

Making?

Legend 

Production of this document has been made possible through a financial contribution from Health Canada. The views expressed herein do not necessarily represent the views of Health Canada. 
The document is provided for general information. It should not be interpreted as medical or legal advice.


